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Apart from the many institutions and schools offering 
courses in Italian, the first place which comes to mind is 
the Italian Cultural Institute in Dublin .  
In introducing this Institute, I would like to pay tribute 
to the late Edmondo Volpi who in the late 40s and 50s, 
after the second world war, started private classes of 
Italian for Irish people. When the Italian Cultural 
Institute was eventually opened in Dublin in 1954,  
Edmondo Volpi surrendered all his private students to 
the Institute, which could efficiently operate in teaching 
the language with a “ready-to-go” complement of 
students. Naturally Edmondo Volpi was recruited as 
one of the early teachers in the Institute. 
At present, an average of three hundred adult students 
attend a comprehensive range of courses offered by 
Italian Cultural Institute  in Dublin. 
Teaching the Italian language is not the only aim of the 
Italian Cultural Institute which is primarily set up to 
divulge the cultural image of Italy abroad in all its 
facets through the organization of a variety of cultural 
events. All the directors who have been in charge of the 
Institute in Ireland since its opening have had quite a 
responsibility in discharging this function. Over the last 
decade the Institute has gained considerable momentum 
and has become a very active cultural melting pot which 
has greatly enhanced the image of cultural Italy in 
Ireland.  
The Italian Community in Ireland, just many other 
communities abroad, enjoy the serviced of a 
COMITES a representative body institute to cater for 
the needs and any problems concerning the Italians in 
Ireland. 
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Of relatively recent foundation is “Club di Dublino” 
which aims at promoting better interaction within the  
Italian and Irish communities, facilitating and 
supporting the expression of the Italian community in 
all areas and promoting events of a social and cultural 
character. 
The principal function of the Club di Dublino is to 
organize high profile events as well as charity dinners to 
raise money for deserving causes in Ireland. 
Quite a number of Irish charity organizations and 
associations have benefited from the Club’s activities. 
Another aspect of the new ferment in the associative life 
of the Italians in Ireland is the foundation in Dublin of a 
branch of the so called “Accademia della Cucina 
Italiana” which has the aim of promoting the good 
standard of Italian cuisine in this country.  
About three years ago, an “Italian School of Cooking” 
was founded in Dublin by two enterprising Italians, 
Marco Giannantonio and Maurizio Mastrangelo 
founders also of  a catering company called Flavour of 
Italy . This School, which offers yearly courses, is 
thriving.  
Side by side with the old generation of Italian emigrants 
to Ireland, there is a large number of Italian individuals 
who have recently come to live in Ireland. They 
constitute a vibrant mix of young and not so young 
Italians who are operating here in many walks of life in 
a continuous, social and professional interaction with 
the host country. 
The other side of the coin is that thousands upon 
thousands of Italian students come every year to Ireland 
to study English. 
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During summer the pedestrian area of Grafton Street in 
Dublin is crowded with these students and the language 
you hear being spoken is primarily Italian. 

 

The overall profile of  
the Italian Community in  

Ireland to-day 
 

�� or a long time the accepted perception was that the 
Italians in Ireland were by and large fish and chip 

shop and restaurant owners. It’s true that until fifteen to 
twenty years ago those involved in the restaurant busi-
ness represented the majority. But there have been 
pockets of Italians involved in other trades and profes-
sions. Lately there has been a steady growth of smaller 
categories of Italians coming from all regions of Italy, 
who have come to Ireland to offer their expertise in the 
information technology, in education, in the medical 
field and in journalism. The flourishing Irish economy 
over the last fifteen years, though now in deep reces-
sion, has been attracting to Ireland quite a number of 
graduates who have found a job here. 
There is a host of Italian financial and insurance compa-
nies that set up offices in Ireland and that are still oper-
ating in the Irish Financial Centre in Dublin Ireland, in 
what can be defined as a city within a city. 
Great many Italians, mainly young professionals and 
well educated, have recently emigrated to Ireland where 
they have found employment in the financial  sector as 
well as in the IT industry. 
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Some Italian Achievers of  
yesterday and today 

The late Nino Cafolla,  
accomplished  
craftsman and sculptor 
as well as  
psychotherapist 
 

Emilio Selvi,  
well- known  

hypnotherapist and  
magician 

 

Angela Marini 
Professional  
Photographer 
winner of many 
International Prizes 
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Paolo Scalera 
Artist -Photographer 

winner of many prizes in 
Ireland 

From left: Nino Tropiano, from Puglia,  and  Maurizio Usai, 
from Sardinia, are two promising Italian talents in the world of 

cinema. They both have produced excellent work with which they 
are making a name for themselves. 

Recently Nino Tropiano produced a documentary entitled 
“Chippers” tracing the history of those Italians involved in the 

Fish and Chips  industry in Ireland. 

Italian Sculptor  
Cecilia Bullo who has 
lived and worked with 

great success in  
Ireland for many years 
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Vittoria Colonna 
of an Italian noble family, 

has done tremendous 
work as a film and 

documentary producer  

Paolo Borza, a 
fashionist designer 
turned into film 
director. He has 
directed a film called 
“DOLL” which will 
soon be launched in 
Dublin 
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The field of information 
and the “Irlandiani” 

phenomenon  
 

A part from the author of this book, some other 
Italians are involved in writing and journalism.  

Enzo Farinella is a correspondent in Ireland for ANSA 
(Associazione Nazionale Stampa Associata). Second 
generation Italian, Paolo Tullio published some years 
ago a book on Ciociaria, the region of origin of the 
majority of Italians living in Ireland. The book entitled 
“North of Naples, South of Rome” was serialized on 
Irish television. Paolo is currently a well-reputed 
reviewer of restaurants for the Irish Independent, a part 
from being an actor and broadcaster. The list of Italians 
known to carry out journalistic work is longer. 
In 1983 a periodical called ITALIA STAMPA was 
first published for the Italian community in Ireland. 
To cater for the information needs of the youngest 
population of Italian more recently settled in Ireland, is 
also a thriving website (www.irlandiani.com) directed 
by Francesco Dominoni. This website should soon be 
complemented with a printed magazine. Strange as it 
may sound, the word “irlandiani” has been locally 
forged to identify the generation of late arrivals from 
Italy who have found immediate work and claim full 
integration into Irish society. 



48 

Paolo Tullio, of distinct Italian 
parenthood, is an actor, 
broadcaster, writer and 

journalist 

Enzo Farinella, 
correspondent in  Ireland 
for ANSA (Associazione  

Nazionale Stampa 
Associata) and a 

passionate organiser of 
twinnings between Italian 

and Irish towns.                                          

Concetto La Malfa , 
author of this book , and 

founder of  ITALIA STAMPA 
(1983) 

Francesco Dominoni 
Founder of 
www.irlandiani.com 
the first Italian website 
from Ireland 
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In  the world of Fashion andIn  the world of Fashion and  
Entertainment Entertainment   

O nce in a while a star 
is born amongst the 

Italians in Ireland.  
Virginia Macari (left), of 
Italian parents is an 
example. Interested since 
a child in fashion design 
Virginia can boast to have 

designed dresses for many socialites and A-list 
celebrities such as Victoria Beckham, Kylie Minogue, 
Sharon Osbourne and Irina Abramovich. But this is not 
all, for Virginia has done relevant work as a presenter of 
Television shows and her interest in acting landed her 
the role as the leading actress in Paolo Borza’s eagerly 
awaited film “Doll”, which has to date been shown in 
France and Italy. 

 

�� aria Fusco (left) who for 
many years lived in 

Paris where she worked as a 
fashion  designer,  has hade a 
mark in the fashion scene in 
Dublin. 
Maria has run unique fashion 
boutiques for both ladies and 
children.  
Now she is a well-establish 
stylist and fashion journalist. 

Photo Biba Logan 
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T he Italians in Ireland have kept their passion for football alive 
in Ireland. The photo below , kindly supplied by the late Mr 

Bernardo Cervi, show the local “Juventus “ team in the early ’40s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I n more recent times a couple of Italians, 
namely the late Donato Borza and 

Vincenzo Giglione  managed the local Lazio 
team competing for the decades in the 
Amateur League of Ireland . 
 

Left: The Late Donato Borza, for years President of 
Club Italiano, was the first to manage the Lazio team in 

the  ’70s  

ITALIAN FOOTBALL FEVER 

Vincenzo Giglione 


